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Triumph Herald
50 next year!

Next year will be the 50" anniver-
sary of the Triumph Herald, and in
the same year the Austin Mini and
the Ford Anglia were introduced.
Some would say the Mini and the
Anglia were more technically ad-
vanced, but the Herald was the only
one wwth ‘that strong backbone
chassis which later lent itself to the
‘construction of Kit Cars and spe-
cials, and Club members should be
grateful for the inspirational design
which has enabled us to construct
many of our Midges from Heralds
‘and Spitfires which have passed
their sell-by date.

The Herald was first introduced
with a 948cc engine, and by the
end of 1961 over 116,000 units
had been proci_uced:. so it is rather
surprising that we don't have any
Midges based on the early Heralds
in the Club (If your car is based on
an early Herald, then let me know
and I'll update my records) If you're
interested in the 948cc cars, then
have a look at the website
‘www triumph-herald.com which has
a database and other information
about these cars.

ONLY £6,800!
Sorty, it's only a half-size replica of
Auto Union’s Type C.—and its a
pedal car!

Dear Members,

Easter has come and gone this
year but my Midge is still in
hibernation! The weather was
more like Christmas than Easter,
and we had a covering of show
on Easter Sunday which was
very unseasonal.

| hope that by the time you read
this we shall all be on the road en-
joying the warm spring days. Don't
forget that Sunday 20 April has
been designated as Drive it Day’ by
the FBHVC so it's a good time to
get your Midge out and join the
many Classic Car enthusiasts who
will be out there demonstrating
what a great hobby we enjoy.

I've just been reading a book
entitled ‘Turn left for Tangier which
tells how the prototype Triumph
Heralds were tested on a run from
Cape Town to North Africa via the
Sahara desert. The journey was
extremely eventful and as a result a
number of modifications were made
to the production cars. It was pub-
lished nearly 50 years ago and it
made me realise what a great
adventure it was, and far more
interesting than the computer gen-
erated vehicle proving tests today.

Whatever the length of your jour-
ney, blow the dust away from your
Midge and enjoy the experience,
and please let me have any remi-
hiscences of interesting journeys for
future issues of the magazine.
JOHN

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,

Hinckley LE10 2HA

MIDGE
OF THE

MONTH!

Owner—Tom Sanderson

| can't remember when | joined the
Club, but it must have been in the
early nineties. | was one of the guys
that put some money in the pot for
the Club to purchase the rights to the
Midge. When | got my plans John
Cowperthwaite was sfill in business,
then White Rose Motors took over,
and | purchased my radiator grill, fi-
bre glass dashtop and screen
through them. | am a Fabrication
Plater by trade with Sheetmetal work
experience that has been useful in
making the Midge body. | am the
Senior Technician at the Humber
Bridge and have been for the last 26
years, and have various hobbies one
being Scuba Diving and having a go
at refurbishing a Moggy Minor called
‘Betsy'.

My Midge has taken me nearly eight
years to complete in my spare time;
she is called ‘Flo'. | finally got her on
the road in April 2004. | obtained a
1967 Triumph 1200 back in 1990
and liked the number plate that has
friple 8's on. | made a promise to my-
self and to the previous owner to re-
build the car to it's original state,
however after 2 years work in strip-
ping down to the bare chassis, re-
pairing the body and having the en-
gine re-bored, including refurbishing
the cylinder head | decided to store
the car at my Dad's place so | kept
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